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CHAPTER - I 
INTRODUCTION 
INTRODUCTION 
The culminat ing po in t | ^ f a l l ^uci^t ioaia l operat ions 
i s the adoption of some vocatioii , E i t h e r voluntaJrily and 
a c t i v e l y se lec ted or involuntarily.^=^d"%>assively accepted 
as one to make ones l i v i n g possil)l#» ^11 IjJie^Bpn^, non 
formal and the informal agencies of educatiori ar§ geared 
up t o the achievement of t h i s ult imatei%«rpoas. ' The g r ea t e r 
' • % • * ' • • ^ '^1 
the correspondence between the educatlfV'e processes and the 
r 
vocational targets* the greater the expectancy pt success 
'< 
and happiness in life. As such vocational preferences hold 
a vitally important position in the whole gamut of educational 
issues and problems. 
Vocational preferences are the direct expressions 
of the individual's involvement aptitude and interest which 
one builts up on temperamental as well as environmental 
operatives. The foundations are laid down by hereditory 
forces and further developments are very much defined by the 
home invironment, the peer groups, and the school ethos, along 
with the socio-economic background of the individuals. The 
more the vocations are commensurate with the individuals own 
potential and aptitudes, the more productive and creative 
would be their performance in their respective areas of 
competence, giving a fillup to their personal dynamism and 
uplift to the social and cultural repertoire. 
In a l l democratic s o c i e t i e s both!«l|fen and women have 
equal r i gh t s of preference in mat te rs of t h e i r . v o c a t i o n a l 
cho ice . I t i s a l so on the pa r t , of svjch weifare_jStpt:leties t o 
/ v . • . '%' 
provide with as far aa possible healthy vocations to suit the 
•Hi. 
taste and potential of its each male and: female:^ Sr^ em|>er, living 
within its bounds. India being (H&e' of the Xsrs^ pst democracies 
of the world needs much to do for enlia'ncyig'xthe. creative and 
productive capabilities of its citi^eH^ by providing than with 
vocations of their own preference and choice lience the urgency 
of research work in the realm of vocational preferences 
entailling the identification of the potential*s aptitudes and 
their appropriation with vocational streams. 
There are empirical findings evidencing the differences 
in vocational preference. Traditionally boys and girls have 
been found having markedly different areas of vocational 
interest. Boys have been found to be more interested in - a) 
Mechanical and scientific activities b)-physically strenuous 
adventjurous (Yxjm, 1942 Strong, 1943, Singh, 1965, Syed, 1967, 
Grewal, 1971, Wood, 1971, YiMnma, 1973, Gaur, 1973, Sharma,1975, 
Rewal, 1984, Khan, 1985 Uplaonkar, 1985), While the girls have 
been found to be more inclined towards, music, art working for 
unfortunate people,clerical, social reform entertainment 
movie and teaching. (Traxler and McCall 1941, Strong, 1943). 
However, inspite of having well defined separate 
areas of vocational preferences the recent studies in the area 
5-
are a lso giving evidence of a growing overlapping tendency in 
the vocat ional preference of the^ two sexes* Bc^s a re switching 
over to the female areas and gi4?ls. moving toward||^the male 
areas of vocat ional preference, 
This gradual switch ovetyiihd overJaPs^tween the two 
*' 
sexes has qu i te n a t u r a l l y affected re^teSroactively the educat io-
n a l i n t e r e s t and preference areas of tliei boy;^  an^ 9 i r l s a l s o . 
Boys are showing a t i l t towards female educat ional i n t e r e s t /' - * - ; . . • 
^•"^ '• 
areas and g i r l s are exh ib i t ing an a t t r a c t i o n towards the male 
educat ional i n t e r e s t areas (Badwook/ 1971, Bronje^nbremmer, 
1975, Bouvan, 1975, Breyer, 1975, Havgheerst, 1975, Hobart, 
1963, H&ffman, 1974, Mayer, 1970), 
However, the re i s ne i t he r the evidence of the t o t a l 
over lap (no d i f fe rence ) nor the emir ica l proof of a complete 
s h i f t of preference po le s . India being s t i l l an advancing 
country , i t i s swinging between the values of t r a d i t i o n a l i s m 
and the s tandards of modernity. Where do the boys and g i r l s of 
Ind ia stand on the sca le of voca t iona l preference i s t o be 
inden t i f i ed con t inua t ty by the research workers in the f i e ld s 
from time to t ime. For qui te a long t ime, i t seems the areas 
of vocat ional preferences would remain provocat ively a l ive for 
the i nves t i ga to r s in the f i e l d . The present exploratory work 
in only an attempt to iden t i fy the areas of vocat ional p re fe -
rence of the boys and g i r l s and to car ry out a comparative 
t 
study of the two sexes to find out the differences between 
their vocational choices. 
As an extension of dimension of the voCAtionalcourses 
it was also proposed that some personality operatives may also 
be needed. In this regard boys aad girls were 41so compared 
on extroversion and introversion. 
It was also envisaged that tilfe differences if there 
were any, might- also be seen as an academXc achievement 
between the two sexes. 
Statement of the problem : 
Present study entitled " A comparative study of 
Vocational Interest Among the Adolescent Boys and Girls of AMU 
Aligarh ", was planned to find out the vocational interest of 
adolescent boys and girls. 
Objectives of the Study : 
The present research work was started with the follow-
ing objectives : 
1. To see the difference between boys and girls on vocational 
preferences along ten dimensions namely : Literary, scient-
ific/ executive, commercial, constructive, artistic, agri-
cultural/ persuasive, social work and house hold work. 
K 
2 . To find out the di f ference biB^|pen the^Awo sexes an two 
pe r sona l i ty dimension - ex t rovers ion and in t rove r s ion , 
3 , To i n v e s t i g a t e the poss ib le d i f ferences bet^Jten the acade-
mic achievement of boys and g i r l s . 
Hypotheses : 
On the bas i s of research work don#y;ii t he 'larea of vocatioral 
preferences and o ther re la ted pe r sona l i t y and academic v a r i a -
/ 
b l e s , fallowing hypotheses were cons t i t u t ed 
1. There would be di f ferences between boys and iQirls in crta^v^ 
areas of vocat ional preference . 
2 . There would be s i g n i f i c a n t d i f ferences between the boys 
and g i r l s in c e r t a i n areas of vocat ional p reference . 
3 . The boys would be more protie to extrovers ion and g i r l s to 
i n t r o v e r s i o n . 
4 . There would be s i g n i f i c a n t d i f fe rence between the academic 
achievement of boys and g i r l s . 
For a b e t t e r understanding of the problem a b r i e f 
survey of re la ted s tud ies i s presented in the ne5<.t chap te r . 
Theorit ical frame work 
&ex differences In vocatiQaalgoals 
Significant changes are currently talcing place in 
the vocational orientat ion of increasing nvunber of .girls as 
/ • » - , ' 
a consequence of change in the nature of male female re la t ion-
ship, in the family as an institution*-and in s<?ciety generally, 
(Bardwick, 1972) . Male and female differencials in medium 
years of education have steadily declared ;in recetft years . 
More young women are seeking entrance into jobs, both profess-
ional and non-professional, that previously were largely male 
preserves and ins i s t ing on equal pay for equal work(Conger, 
1973) . 
Presently, however, i t i s s t i l l true that boys are 
more l ikely than g i r l s to have to go to work for the greater 
portion of the i r adult lives and the fact s t i l l remains that 
a family standard of l iving, i t s place in the community and i t s 
financial security usually depend more on the job and earning 
capacity of the husband. With a growing number of exceptions 
g i r l s as a group, regardless of socialclass s tatus se t the i r 
vocational sights lower than boys and have less commitment to 
vocational goals (Bordwick, 1971). 
Personality charac ter i s t ics and in t e re s t patterns : 
Personality charac te r i s t i c s , in teres ts and needs are 
related to vocational i n t e r e s t s . Adolesc«ht with vocational 
in te res t s in a r t i s t i c fields more liJcely than boys with other 
in te res t s to perceive themselves as introspective, i n tu i t i ve , 
disorderly, imaginative, original .sensi t ive, unconventional 
^ *" 
enthusiastic, rebellious and impractical. Xp. more likely to 
perceive themselves as analytically curipus,'Hard headed', 
imaginative, quiet and reseirved and sctlQlarly (Hulland, J.K. 
1963) . 
Youth who are not anxious and do not fear failure and 
who have a strong need for achievement, tend to choose high-
prestige occupations on tests of vocational choice. In cont-
rast, those with a high level of anxiety and fear of failure, 
but a weak need for achievement, tend to make lower primarily 
from a lower loss back ground (Boyle, 1966X. This may be 
partly a function of the generally greater educational oppor-
tunities provided by such a school. Schools attended largely 
by a middle or upper class students are superior in viirtually 
every respect physical facilities, quality of instructions, 
breath of curriculum, supplies and equipment, student teacher 
ratios to schools attended primarily by lower class and 
minority group children. These provide the lower class adole-
scents with an opportunity for what has been called anticipa-
tory socialization, (Silberraan 1969). The higher educational 
and vocational aspirations will also be a function of greater 
opportunity for involvement with peers whoT'^ have higher educa-
tion and vocational associated with middle-class culture 
(Bcilin, 1956) rational is that increased contact with middle-
class peers fosters anticipatory socl Ji-^ .ation into middle-
class values. A number of inves'tigations have supported this 
* • . % , * ' » ' 
hypotheses. Thus among working class boys, those with middle-
class friends tended to be upwardly mc^*X^e in their educational 
and prestige choices similarly* introverted adolescence tend 
to exhibit a narrower and more rigid range'of pos^ Sible voca-
tional choices than the extroverts (Burnstein,.1963)• 
Among college women, those majoring in science have 
been found to have the strongest motives for Achievement, with 
those majoring in languages scoring in the midrange and those 
majoring in education scoring lowest. 
Obviously, the adolescent may not consciously recog-
nise all of the motives that help to direct his or her 
selection of a career. However most adolescents have a fantacy 
or stereotyped picture, actor, psychialist is like and what 
he or she does want to become (Dipbuye). 
Family influence on vocational Choice 
Family influences of parents and siblings may also 
play a significant role in vocational choice. One of the more 
obvious is parental motivation, and a good deal of variation 
in parental motivation occurs with in all social classes. 
It has been seen that a working class boy is relatively likely 
to seek advanced education and occupational mobility if his 
parents urge him to do so and unlikely to seek mobility if 
they do not exert pressure in this direction. Indeed* such a 
boy with strong parental support may Efove more ambitious 
than a middle class boy without such a^agtental support and 
urging. The parental advice may be Is^ tter predictor of high 
ambition than in boys social class alone (SiRvpsbn, 1962) . 
In general students, whose parents held high educa-
tional and occupational goals for their parents social class 
level (Dowan, E.A./ A Delson, J, 1966). The specific occupa-
tion held by the father also experts a significant influence 
on the career choice of sons, though not daughter. The number 
of sons following in their fathers foot steps greatly exceed 
what one would except by chance, even if the social class 
influence is taken into account (Werts 1968)• 
This can probably be accounted for on several grounds 
including-
!• Greater opportunity to become familiar with father's occu-
pation, as compared with others. 
2» Greater likelihood of access to the occupation, 
3. At least in some cases strong parental motivation some 
time pressure for the son to enter the occupation. 
10 
4 . I nden t i f l c a t l on with the p a r e n t s , which encourages the 
development of s imi la r i n t e r e s t s , values and goa l s . 
Socioeconomic fac to rs and v o c a t i q ^ l goals 
Socia l c l a s s membership influeftces vocat ional goals in 
var ious ways, i t helps t o determine the Jilnds of occupations 
with which the young person w i l l be fjfihiliar and hence formu-
l a t i n g occupational aims. I t a l so plays ah important ro le in 
determining the s o c i a l a ccep t ab i l i t y of a given occupation 
to the young person and .to his or her pee r s . The ind iv idua l 
who devia tes from c l a s s expectancies of occupational choice 
i s l i k e l y t o be subjected to anxiety producing disapproval 
from pee r s . 
After the at tainment of adolescence, however when the 
problem of vocat ional choice becomes a ser ious one with predi-
c a l impl ica t ions , the c h i l d ' s parents are not l i k e l y t o find 
such no t ions , amusing (Mussen, Conger, Kagan, 1974) . 
Parents may fear t h a t choices of ch i ld ren w i l l lead to 
general soc i a l disapproval both of t h e i r chi ld and of them-
s e l v e s . When the economic rewards of the occupation se lec ted 
a re meagre, parents may fear t h a t the chi ld w i l l not be able 
to l i v e in the same kind of neighbourhood as o ther members of 
h i s Social c l a s s , or to afford the same s o c i a l , r e c r ea t i ona l 
and educat ional advantage. 
((' 
Conversely, aspirations to ward higher social s tatus 
occupation may also lead to social disapproval becattse stteh 
aspirations may be viewed as a threat by other members of the 
individuals social c l a s s . M<?st ybung people aspire to jobs 
with a some what higher socic?economic status -iihan those of 
the i r parents (Konger. R. Loutti t C . ^ 1935). 
Several hypotheses have been offered to account for 
social -c lass difference in vocational goals. A lower-class 
g i r l whose parents are certainly affected by social c lass 
s t a tu s , a lower class g i r l whose parents are unable to , or 
are uninterested in helping her to go to college i s less 
l ike ly to aspire to be a doctjor than one whose parents encou-
rage such vocational choice and who are in a position to help 
her. Similarly a boy whose parents expect him to go to work 
upon completion of the IXth grade i s not l ikely to spend much 
time contemplating the idea of becoming an engineer (Stevic 
and Unlig, 1967). 
Middle-class students have strong preferences for 
high-prestige occupations, where as working class students 
are more flexible or less immediately concerned about the i r 
occupational futures, with respect to probable actual job 
outcome, middle class students perceived themselves as more 
l ike ly than working class students actually to achieve high 
prest ige occupations. Incidentally, both groups also viewed 
/ ) . 
college as increasing the chances of a high prestige job, 
however working class students perceived college as less 
likely to ensure such a result and they showed only a slight 
preference for college over work ^aks an immediate post high 
school activity. 
Working class students, perceiving high prestige 
occupations as less, tend protect thertf^ lves from possible 
disappointment placing less value on high prestige positions 
(Caro, F.G. 1966) • 
Psychological determinants of career choices 
A vocation may offer adolescents a socially approved 
way to achieve direct or indirect satisfaction for motives 
that may have been strong but not fully gratified in the 
course of their earlier development. Thus, motives such as 
dominance over others aggression, nurturance and occasionally, 
general curiosity can be at least partially gratified in one 
or another occupation. More bronadly, choice of a vocation 
and supsequent participation in it may help to crystallize 
and reinforce an adolescents self concept (Grain, W.E, and 
Grain E.P.,1974). Indeed, in our culture, vocational identity 
plays a major role in the overall sense of identity of many 
persons. 
R. 
A very important aspect of most peoplf's working 
lives and one not readlily available else whefe is the fact 
that working gives them a feeling of being tied into the 
larger system of society of havi|i^ something to do, of having 
a purpose in life (Weiner, B and Peter N.A. 1973jr. In 
earlier periods in our own society, t1ie irural or small town 
youth were for more likely to have observed adults pursuing 
the occupations he or she was considering entering, and to 
have opportunities for early apprenticeships either informal 
and occasional or formal and sustained this may help to 
explain the findings that boys in small towns in this coxontry 
are more likely to follow in their fathers vocational foot 
steps than city or suburban youth (Gilligan, C Konlberg. L 
and Lerner, J. Moral 1972) • 
Vocational problems of contemporary adolescents 
The typical contemporary adolescent in our society 
does not share the vocational advantages of youth in sane 
earlier or simpler cultures. On the one hand, he or she knows 
that many impcy^ tant satistaction will depend upon the ability 
to find and keep a job including the chances for full emanci-
pation from parents for acceptance as an equal by peers, and 
for getting married and maintaining a home. 
I't 
Three distinguishable p e r i l s in the maturatloa Q£ 
vocational choice have been suggested, the fantasy period, 
the tentat ive period and the r e a l i s t i c period. In early and 
middle childhood, occupations are* l ikely to be selected that 
seem active and excit ing, such as Cowboy, as t ra i^ut , f i re 
f ighter , and explorer. There choices are emotional, not 
prac t ica l / they are made within the ch i ld ' s world, not in 
terms of the actual world in which the adolescent wil l even-
tua l ly function. Begining with preadolescence however, there 
i s a progession in to the tentat ive period. This period may 
be subdivided in to 4 stages, i n t e r e s t , capaci t ies , values and 
what has been called t rans i t ion . 
Stac^es in the tentat ive period 
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At the beginning ©f the tentative period/ the 
influence of adolescents interests preclominatea% however, as 
they begin to assess their capacity for actudf^ lii^  performing 
the jobs in which they are interested. Still la|:er, they 
attempt to integrate interests and capacities into a broader 
graually emerging value system. At this Juncture, adolescents 
are ready for the transition to the period of realistic choice 
some where around age 17 to or 18. During the later period, 
" the adolescent assesses his aspirational level, his motiva-
tionand the requirements of the job he wants and then pursues 
his objective by educational and vocational alanning '• 
(Thorn berg, H.D. 1971). In particular, investigator have 
been able to identify " an interest stage seemingly terminated 
by grade 10 and a work values stage probably proceeding through 
a secondary phase in grade 12. However, they caution that •• 
aptivde is relatively poorly perceived throughout grades 9, 
through 12 even by academically able boys •• (Oi Hara, R.P. 
and Tiedeman, D. V.). 
As the young person's interests become progressively 
more realistic and less influenced by glamour and excitement, 
they also become more stable. For e.g., the older the adole-
scent, the less changeable the vocational interest. (Monte-
samo, N, and Geist, H, 1964), By middle adolescence, vocat-
ional interest has become fairly stable, through changes may 
n 
s t i l l occur. By age 25, complete s t a b i l i t y i s usually 
achieved. 
In India the young person's vocational in te res t s 
usually develop in a rather unsystamatic fashion guided by 
such influences as parental des i res , relat ionship with parents 
suggestions of school teachers accidental contact with various 
occupation and the kinds of jobs friend are going in to . 
Moreover, class and sex-typed standards also play a ro le . 
******* 
Definitions of the terms used 
I t seems imperative to define the terms and concepts 
which have occured frequently such as : Vocational In te res t , 
sicioeconomic s tatus and achievement, inorder to define as 
to what meaning of these terms have been accepted for th is 
study. 
1• Vocational in te res t : 
The term vocational in t e res t means an individual 's 
l ikes and dis l ikes for various ac t iv i t i e s relat ing to different 
areas of human endeavour. They also simply preferences of the 
individual and are a part of human motivation that gives 
direct ion to his e f fo r t s . Vocational in teres ts are therefore 
mental dispositions or tendencies that incline or a t t ac t a 
man towards cer tain ac t iv i t i e s and make him ignore others . 
2. Socio-economic s tatus : 
Sociologists economist and psychologist have defined 
SES as a duster of factors including occupation, income and 
cu l tu ra l features of the hcane. Chapin defines socioeconomic 
s ta tus as the position that an individual of a family occupies 
with reference to the prevailing average standards of cul tural 
possessions, effective income, material possessions and pa r t -
ic ipat ion in group act iv i ty of the community. 
19 
3. Achleveinent Score : 
The achievement of the respondents were obtained 
from examination section A.M.U., Aligarh. Total percentage 
of marks obtained the respondents in the class annual 
examinatioHas taken into consideration as the total achieve-
ment scenes of the respondents. 
ie****-k* 
to* 
Delimitations 
Because of paucity of time and resources the investigator 
had to limit herself, therefore, this study has limited 
value. Some of the factors for aforesaid fact are a follows: 
1. The sample consisting of 200 class X students ;blOO boys 
and 100 girls is very small. This does not represent the 
whole class X population of A.M.U. Schools. 
2. The sample was not selected from city school A.M.U., for 
the present investigation because of physical difficulties. 
May be that sample would have yielded interesting results 
because of its heterogeneous character. 
3. Minto circle and girls school A.M.U. is dominated by the 
students coming from the campus, therefore, represents a 
special egalitarian characterstic, thus the results of this 
study can't be generalised. 
4. The sample selected for the study was not much serious 
about the future occupations, because of the fantasy and 
glamour that dominates adolescents mind and behaviour. May 
be students would have selected occupations which has got 
social recognisation and monetary gains. 
5. The students are always sceptical to mention facts regar-
ding S.E.S, of their family. Due to paucity of time 
r\. 
respendents statements were taken as facts, although that 
should have seen and checked from the school records. 
******* 
CHAPTER - I I 
RELATED STUDIES 
IJ 
RELATED STUDIES 
In the present chapter the investigator has tried 
to discuss research studies which have sc»ne relevance to 
the present problem. The purpose of collection of this 
information is to shed more light on what is known up to 
date about this area and to find out the relationship 
between personality profile and vocational preferences of 
students at the high school level. 
Following are the findings of some important 
researches : 
1. Studies made by "German and Miles (1936) corter and 
strong (1933), Yum (1942) and traxler and Mccall (1941) all 
agree that men are more interested in physical activities, 
mechanical and scientific matters,polltics and selling, 
while women tend to be more interested in art, music, 
literature, teaching and social work. 
2. Strong (1973) made a study of vocational interests of 
adolescents by applying his vocational interest blank. The 
result he drew that adolescent boys are interested mostly 
in aviation, inventing, exploring, engineering and mechanics. 
In the case of girls he found that they were interested in 
teaching stenography, nursing, the work of an operator and 
home work. 
n-
3» Samal. S, Constructed a vocational interest invetory 
to sttidy the interest pattern of high school students and 
its relationships with intelligence, socioeconomic status. 
The purpose of the investigation was to make a diffential 
study of interest patterns of high school seniors and 
place were and to study the relation with intelligence and 
socio-economic status. Study sex wise difference was found 
to a great extent in administrative, business and social 
service and arts. "**Tn'terest in agriculture, business and 
social service and arts. Interest in agriculture, business 
and clerical activities correlated negatively with socio-
economic status. None of the interest scales correlated 
significantly with intelligence and there is no clear cut 
difference in interest of high and low groups. Tend of 
relationship between academic success in any curricular 
subject. 
4. Mathus (1963) has studied the effect of socioeconomic 
status on behaviour and achievement of secondary economic 
status in significantly co-related with intelligence and 
conduct of the students. 
5. Jordann (1949) found that mechanically gifted boys tend 
to have the expected scientific and technical interests. 
But than their fathers are executives they do not have any 
interest in science and technology. 
l^V 
6, It has been established by researches that marked sex 
differences in interest develop very early. Compansions 
of English with American children by Tyler (1^56) and a 
finish with American children by Gaier and Collier (1960), 
indicated that there sex differences are much more salient, 
than nationality differences, atleast with in countries 
represting western culture. 
7, Traxller and McCall (1941) hold that less extensive 
work with others test of vocational interest have shown sex 
differencesimilar to those of strong has resported. 
8. Seder (1940) however, state that if instead of comparing 
sample group representing all men and women, you choose 
group of men and women in the same professions the interest 
of the two sexes were indistinguishable. Hornady Kuder 
(1961) also observed that the most occupations the men and 
women score alike. 
Studies have shown that male and female differ 
significantly with regard to their vocational interest. 
Boys were found to like more adventerous active jobs than 
girls (Yum 1942). The difference in interested in associated 
with sex sale expectations (Woods, E.M. 1971) 
9. Chopr (1964) In his study, chopra has examined the 
relationship between socio-economic factors and academic 
achievement keeping the effect of intelligence constant. 
He has found that nearly ninety six percent of students who 
discontinued education altrlbute the reison to poor economic 
v; • 
condition of the family. On the basis of parents education, 
occupation, family and cultural level of home, students 
belonging to the higher achievement. 
10. Pathepuria (1961), The purpose of his study was to 
investigate into the different restricting and promoting 
factors which influence scholastic backwardness. 
The sample consisted of every children of class 
VIII of who were normally progressing in the class plus 
seventy children who were failing continuously for two 
years. It was noted that the intelligence of 140 children 
was average. The sample comprised both boys and girls. 
Questionaries and schedules were used for the collection 
of data the data were analysed statistically to draw out 
information concerning the following three categories. 
(1) Environment 
(2) Economic circumstances and 
(3) Personality of the chi ldren. The invest igator 
interpreted the resu l t in terms of different 
r e s t r i c t ing and promoting factors influencing 
scholastic backwardness of the children. 
11 . Jains (1965), The study was designed to investigate 
experimentallyinto the influence of home environment as a 
co-re la t ive of scholast ic achievement with reference to 
pa r t i cu la r school subjects and to assess the re la t ive 
LL 
importance of their contributing factors in the education 
of boys and girls. 
Five hundred and four plus the fifteen plus of 
both the sexes were selected from the higher secondary schools 
of Allahabad. All of there were putting up with their 
families. The environment questionnaires with three sections 
viz physical and topographical* emotional and socio-economic, 
was prepared. All the questions were rated on a five point 
scale. Each question was provided with five dencriptive 
alternative answers and the students were required to 
underline any one of them. The study revealed that 
(1) The influence of intelligence on school achievement 
was the greatest and it had higher relationship 
with achievement of boys as compared to that of 
girls. 
(2) The influence of home environment on achievement 
was positive and significant. 
(3) Out of the three factors of home environment the 
effect of physical and topographical factor was 
the greatest on school achievement followed by the 
emotional tone when no control was applied. 
(4) Socio-economic conditions seemed to have no relation-
ship with school achievement. 
(5) The influence of emotional tone of the home on 
school achievement was positive in case of boys, 
while it was negative in the case of girls. 
••^7 . 
(6) Personality adjustment tended to bear almost a 
negative and significant relationship with the 
scholastic achievement, although the amount of 
relationship was negligible. 
Stock : He adopted Tanssig's classification of parental 
occupations and studied more than 500 children showed a 
consistent rise with the fall in the social class(Stoke,S.M.) 
occupational groups and child development a study of the 
mental and physical growth of children in relation to occu-
pational grouping of parents. 
12. Bennet and Gist (1964) and. Hodgfeing and Parr (1965) 
found that the different social classes did not differ 
significatly in their occupational aspirations, but they 
have explained these findings by proposing contrary to the 
rest of the literature that there are no m^jor differences 
between social classes with regard to aspirations, but the 
plans differ because as objective differences in opportunity. 
13. Hyman (1956) found that although Kuder inventoried 
interests are not related to social status when considered 
alone they are related when intelligence is taken into account 
e.g., social service tend to high in bright boys of upper 
middle class status, but low in equally bright boys of middle 
class backgrounds. 
2i> 
14. In India a lso some researchers (Singh, 1965, Syed, 
1967, Grewal, 1971, Sianathn tty^anima, 1973, Gaur, 197^, Sharma, 
1975 and Khan, 1985) have attempted t o probe i n t o vocat ional 
i n t e r e s t s and a sp i r a t i ons of secondary leve l s t u d e n t s . 
They foiind s i g n i f i c a n t d i f ferences between boys and g i r l s 
with respect t o t h e i r vocat ional i n t e r e s t s and a s p i r a t i o n s . 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
C H A P T E R - I I I 
METHOD EMPLOYED I N THE PRESENT STUDY 
L^ , 
SAMPLE 
Present study was designed to find out the vocational 
interest o^ the adolescent boys and girls of A.M.U. Schools, 
The sampie consisted of 200 (100 boys and 100 girls) students 
studying in class Xth who were selected randomly for the 
present study. 
Random sampling was done with the help of tippets 
numbers because this method of selection assures each in 
the universe an equal chance being chosen. The random 
sampling technique is more suitable in larger groups where 
some homogenety is present. These are the reasons that led 
the investigator to bank upon random selection method for 
the collection of data for the presents tudy, (Tippet L,H,, 
1927) 
Table showing sex wise distribution of the sample 
SEX 
Boys 
Girls 
Total 
No,Of respondants. 
100 
100 
200 
.?^ ' 
TOOLS USED : -
K e e p i n g I n v i e w t h e o b j e c t i v e s of l ^ e s t u d y f o l l o w i n g 
t o o l s were used t o o b t a i n r e l i a b l e d a t e . 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS SCALE (URBAN): 
SE .S S c a l e was d e v e l o p e d by K u l s h r e s h t h a S.P,(1987!l) 
was u s e d f o r t h e c o l l e c t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g t h e SES 
s t a t u s of t h e r e s p o n d e n t s . P r e s e n t s c a l e i s d e s i g n e d t o 
m e a s u r e t h e f o l l o w i n g c o m p o n e n t s . 
1. Parenta l and s i b l i n g ' s occupation. 
2 . Parenta l and s i b l i n g ' s general educat ion. 
3 . Parenta l and s i b l i n g ' s t echn ica l educat ion. 
4 . Economic i n d i c a t o r s . 
5 . Cul tu ra l i n d i c a t o r s . 
6 . Psychological i n d i c a t o r s . 
Thus the present scale gives compherensive informa-
tion regarding SES of the respondents. The valiability and 
validity of the scale is claimed to be 0.87 and 0.89 
correspondingly. 
Vocational interest record (VIR) : 
VIR developed by S.P. Kulshreshtha (1984) is designed 
to measure vocational interest which has been useiS in India 
since 1965. The present tool contains 200 vocations belong-
ing to different vocational a reas namely literary, scientific 
agricultural persuasive, social and house hold work, 
executive, commercial, constructive and artistic. 
5l 
The reliability and valadity is resported to be 
0,69 and 0,74 correspondingly, 
Eysenck's Maudsley's personality inventory(MPI): 
For the present study Hindi version of the MPI 
adopted by S.S, Jalota and Kapoor was used. This inven-
tions of personality* The inventory was used for the present 
study to find out the personality dimension of the respondents 
executing interest in different vocational areas. 
Achievement Scores : 
Total percentage ontained by the students in class IX 
annual examination was taken into consideration. 
?I 
ADMINISTRATION 
Each child Was tested individually. It is difficult 
tcxget the responses from the students as Hbhey do not easily 
open up in front of the strangers. Therefore it was nece-
ssary to establish some rapport with the children before 
administering the test, 
1, Before administration of the test the purpose of 
collecting data was highlighted, 
2, Respondents were assured that the information collected 
would be kept strictly confidental and would be used 
only for academic and research works, 
3, Provided with general orientation for the type of 
items given in the tools and the way they were to 
be filled up, 
4, The set of tools was distributed to each respondent, 
5, They were asked toread instructions given on the front 
page of the tools (VIR,SESS, MPI). Then checked that 
testees have filled in general information, 
6, The investigator read the first item and explained 
it clearly, 
7, Every tool was discussed separately and necessary 
instructions were given to the respondents for filling 
it up. 
n 
8. After completing all the tests given to the students 
they were asked to check the information again and 
make sure that no item was left, 
9» The copies were collected and checked. 
'•^^ 
DATA. PROCESSING 
F o r p r o c e s s i n g t h e c a l l e c t e d d a t a mean/ S .D . and 
• t ' v a l u e were c a l c u l a t e d w i t h t h e h e l p of f o l l o w i n g 
f o r m u l a : -
Mean =* M = 
S . D , =* 6" = 
6- = 
N 
D 2 
N 
N x^ - ( x ) 2 
• +- • -
N 
^ 1 ' ^2 
^ 1 . ^2 
+ 
N N 
(H.E, Garrett Assistant professor of Psychology Columbia 
University (1926)). 
CHAPTER - IV 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
K. 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
As mentioned in tlVe previous chapter the~main object 
tive of the present study was to discuss statistically the 
significance of difference between the groups of boys and 
girls on certain personality and vocational measures. For 
seeing the significance of difference between the means as 
discussed earlier, the study employed the 't'test. The 
results of 't* tests are presented in the table No. 1 to 14. 
When the boys and girls were compared on literary 
vocation measures, the mean of the boys was found to be 5.22 
and that of the girls 3.56, while the S.D's were 6.37 and 
3.28 correspondingly. When the means were put to 't' test, 
•t' value was found to be 2.39 which is significant at 0.02 
level, as presented in the table -1. 
Groups 
Boys 
Girls 
N 
100 
100 
Tal 
Mean 
5.22 
3.56 
Die - 1 
SD 
6.37 
3.28 
't' Value 
2.39 
Level of 
significance 
.02 
For table-l ; Showing the significance of difference between 
the mean scores of Boys and Girls on literary 
vocations. 
2c 
Since the mean score of the boys on the l i t e r a r y 
vocat ion measures in s ign i f i e ante ly higher than g i r l s , i i : 
can be concluded t h a t boys are more incl ined to l i t e r a r y 
vocat ions then the g i r l s . 
While comptt:?jfing the group of boys and g i r l s on the 
measures of s c i e n t i f i c vocation i t was found t h a t the mean 
scores of boys and g i r l s were not much d i f f e r e n t . The means 
being 9.23 and9.46 and,S.D*s 3.46 and3.53 correspondingly. 
When the means were put to ' t ' t e s t , ' t ' value was found to 
be 0.469. Which i s in s i g n i f i c a n t as presented the t a b l e - 2 . 
Showing the s ign i f icance of d i f ference between the 
mean scores of Boys andGirls on s c i e n t i f i c voca t ions . 
Table - 2 
Groups 
Boys 
Girls 
N 
100 
100 
Mean 
9.23 
9.46 
S.D, 
3.46 
3.53 
•t' Value 
0,469 
Level of signi 
ficance 
HS 
Prom the results given in the above table it can be 
clearly inferred that the two sexes do not exhibity any 
significant differences on measure of scientific vocations. 
21-
Almost s i m i l a r r e s u l t s were found on the executive 
vocatiTsn/ whenr the mean score of boyi^and g i r l s were s ta t i s - r 
t i c a l l y compared• The boys had 10,46 as t h e i r mean score 
and g i r l s 10.79, while the S.D's were 4.12 and 4,32 for the 
two groups r e s p e c t i v e l y . The ' t* value was found to be 0.55, 
which^ i s again i n s i g n i f i c a n t as shown i s the t ab l e -3 
Showing the s igni f icance of d i f ference between the 
mean scores of Boys and Gir l s on Executive voca t ions . 
Table - 3 
Groups 
Boys 
Girle 
N 
100 
100 
Mean 
10.46 
10,79 
S.D, 
4.12 
4.32 
•t' Value 
0.55 
Level of signi-
ficance 
NS 
It can be therefore be said that there is no signi-
ficant difference between the mean scores of boys and girls 
on the measures of executive vocations. 
In case of commercial vocation mean scores of the 
girls 6.40 was found to be greater than boys 5.48. But the 
S.D's are almost similar, that is 3.89 and 3.77 respectively. 
:t 
The 't' value was found to be 1,70 which is insignificant 
as shown in table - 4 
Showing the significance of difference between the 
mean scores of Boys and Girls on commercial vocations. 
Table - 4 
Groups 
Boys 
Girle 
N 
100 
100 
Mean 
5,48 
' 6,40 
SD 
3,77 
1 3.89 
! 
•t' Value. 
1,79 
Level of signi-
ficance 
NS 
It can be concluded that the difference between mean 
scores of boys and girls on the measures of commercial voca-
tions is insignificant 
When the groups of boys andgirls were compared on the 
measures of constructive vocation. Much difference was not 
found in their means and S,D's, The means being 4,19 and 
4,77 and S.D's 3,75 and 3.48 correspondingly 't* value was 
found to be 1,137 which is insignificant as presented in 
table - 5. 
Showing the significance of difference between the 
mean scores of Boys and Girls on constructive vocations. 
•1^. 
Table - 5 
Groups 
Boys 
Girls 
N 
100 
100 
Mean 
4.19 
4.77 
SO 
3.75 
3,48 
•t' Value 
1 1 '^ '7 
X . i. J / 
Leve of signi-
ficace 
NS 
I t was infered t h a t the two sexes do not exh ib i t any 
s i g n i f i c a n t d i f ference on the measures of cons t ruc t ive voca-
t i o n . 
Almost s i m i l a r r e s u l t s were found on the a r t i s t i c 
vocat ions when the mean scores were compared s t a t i s t i c a l l y . 
The means being 8.11 and 9.22 and S.D's 4.57 and 4.17 respect-
i v e l y . The ' t* value i s 1.79 which was found t o be i n s i g n i -
f i c a n t as presented in the t ab le - 6. 
Showing the s igni f icance of d i f ference between the 
mean scores of Boys and Gir l s on A r t i s t i c vocat ions* 
Tflt?3L9 -A 
Groups 
Boys 
Girls 
N 
100 
100 
Mean 
8.11 
9.22 
SD 
4.57 
4.17 
•t' value 
1.79 
Level of sign-
ificance 
NS 
( 
V-D 
It can, therefore, be said that the difference in the mean 
scores ©f boys and girls^ on Tneasnr^ 0£ artistic vocations is 
insignificant. 
On the measures of the agricultural vocations the 
results of boys and girls were found to be 6.29 and 5.43 and 
S.D's 4.19 and 3.72 correspondingly. The 't' value was 1.53 
as given in table - 7. 
Showing the significance of difference between the 
mean scores of Boys and Girls on Agriculture vocations. 
Table 
• 
Groups 
Boys 
Girls 
N 
100 
100 
Mean 
6.29 
5.43 
SD 
4.19 
3.72 
•t• value 
1.53 
Level of signi-
ficance 
i The difference between the means of boys and girls 
is insignificant. 
On the measures of persuassive vocations the means 
and S.D'of boys and girls are 7.45 and 8.10 and 4.39, 3.84 
correspondingly. The 't* value being 1.12 which was found 
to be insignificant as presented in the table - 8. 
th 
Showing the significance of difference between the 
mean scores of Bovs and Girls on persuasive vocations. 
Table - 8 
Groups 
BOYS 
GIRLS 
N 
100 
100 
Mean 
7 , 4 5 
8 . 1 0 
SD ' t ' V a l u e 
4 . 4 9 
3 . 8 4 
1 .12 
! 
Level of s ign i f i cance 
NS 
In the case of soc i a l work the mean scores of g i r l s 
were 9.82 and for boys 7.92, while the S.Dls were 4.02 and 
4.18 r e spec t i ve ly . The ' t ' value was found to be 3.33 which 
i s h ighly s i g n i f i c a n t as shown in the t ab le - 9 . 
Showing the s igni f icance of di f ference between the mean 
scores of boys and g i r l s on soc ia l work measures» 
Table - 9 
Groups 
BOYS 
GIRLS 
N 
100 
IffiO 
Mean 
7.92 
9.18 
SD 
4.02 
' t ' value 
3.33 
Level of s ign i -
f icance 
0.01 
41.-
Since the mean scores of the bo^s and g i r l ^ on the 
measure of soc i a l vocation I s highly ins ign i f i can t^ i t 
can be concluded t h a t g i r l s are rooxe. ineMned t o s o c i a l voca-
t i o n than the boys. 
On the measures of house hold work the g i r l s were found 
t o roore i n t e r e s t e d than boys . The means of Boys and G i r l s 
were 6,10 and 9.09 and S.D's 4.07 and 12.22 correspondingly 
The ' t ' value i s 233 which was found to be s i g n i f i c a n t as 
shown in the t ab l e ~ 10, 
Showing the s ign i f icance of d i f ference between the 
mean scores of Boys and Gi r l s on House-hold-work, 
Table - lO 
Groups 
BOYS 
GIRLS 
N 
100 
100 
Mean 
6.10 
9.09 
SD 
4.07 
12.22 
' t • value 
2.33 
Level of s i g n i -
f icance 
0.05 
The g i r l s are more inc l ined to house hold work than boys. 
While comparing the groups of boys and g i r l s on the 
measure of SES score i t was found t h a t t h e mean scores of boys 
and g i r l s were 167.8 and 177.2, The SD's 36,87 and 36,21 
't.l 
correspondingly. When the means were put to ' t ' t e s t , 
*t* value was found to be 1,82 v^ich I s i n s i g n i f i c a n t 
as presented in t a b l e - 11 , 
Showing the s igni f icance of d i f fe rence between 
the mean scores of Boys and Gir l s on SES Scores . 
Table - 11 
Groups 
BOYS 
GIRLS 
N 
100 
100 
Mean 
167,8 
177.2 
SD ' 
36,8*7 
36.21 
t« value 
1.82 
Level of signi-
ficance 
NS 
I t i s infered from the above t ab l e t h a t the d i f ference 
of means score between two groups do not ex ibh i t any s i g n i -
f i c a n t d i f f e r ence . 
I t was found t h a t there i s i n s i g n i f i c a n t d i f fe rence on 
the measures of in t rove r s ion s c o r e . The mean socres of Boys 
and Gir l s being 45,94 and 46.65 and SB's 10,78 and 11,29. 
The ' t ' value was found to be 0,29 which i s i n s i g n i f i c a n t as 
given t ab l e - 12, 
H-
Showing the significance of difference between 
scores of Boys and Girls on Introversion score. 
Table - 12, 
Groups 
Boys 
Girls 
N 
100 
100 
Mean 
45.94 
46.65 
SD 
10.78 
11.29 
't* value 
0.29 
Level of significance 
NS 1 
On measure of ex t rove r s ion , mean scores of the boys 
was found to be 49.34 and t h a t g i r l s 49.90, While the 
SD's were 10.01 and 8»17 correspondingly. The ' t ' value 
was found to be 0.33 which i s i n s i g n i f i c a n t . 
Showing the s ign i f i cance of d i f ference between scores 
of Boys and Gi r l s on Extroversion s c o r e . 
Table - 13 
Groups 
Boys 
Girls 
N 
100 
100 
Mean 
49.34 
49.90 
SD 
10.01 
8.17 
't* value 
0.33 
Level of signi-
ficance. 
NS 
^r 
I t i s c l e a r from he above t a b l e t h a t the re i s no 
s i g n i f i c a n t d i f ference between the mean scores of boys and 
g i r l s on the measures of ext rovers ion s c o r e s . 
On the measures of the achievement score the r e s u l t s 
of boys and g i r l s were found to be almost s i m i l a r . The 
means being 56.04 and 56.86 the SD's 9.92 and 10,03 
correspondingly. The ' t ' value was fiound to be 0,92 
which i s i n s i g n i f i c a n t , as given in the t ab l e - 14, 
Showing the s igni f icance of d i f ference between 
scores of Boys and Gi r l s on achievement. 
Table - 14 
Groups 
Boys 
Girls 
N 
100 
100 
Mean 
56.04 
57,86 
SD 
9,92 
10,03 
•t' value 
0,92 
Level of signi-
ficance 
NS 
I t i s t h e r e f o r e , concluded t h a t there i s i n s i g n i f i c a t 
d i f fe rence between the mean scores of boys and g i r l s on 
the measures of achievement s co re . 
CHAPTER - V 
DISCUSSION AND INTERPRETATION 
H-6. 
Discussion and Interpretation 
As mentioned earlier the present study alms at 
finding out the possible differences between the-TOcational 
preferences of the two sexes. The study was conducted on 
equal number of boys and girls. 100 in each group for the 
purpose of statistical comparisons. 
The comparisons yielded some quite significant 
differences between the boys and girls on the measures of 
vocational preference in three main areas namely, artistic/ 
social and household vocations. One the rest seven vocational 
areas/ boys and girls were found to be going almost shoulder 
to shoulder without exhibiting any significant vocational 
preference differences. 
As can be seen from table No, - 1 presented in the 
chapter of analysis on the measure of liteary vocational 
preference the mean score of the boys is quite significantly 
higher than the mean score of the girls, which means that 
the boys are more inclined towards literary vocations than 
their girl counter parts. The results thus clearly confirm 
the difference that we see in real life situations. It is 
almost an open fact that literary vocations like those of 
journalists, piiblishers, newspaper editors etc, are mostly 
male dominated if one goes through these vocational areas 
one seldom finds the names of women. 
¥-7 
Among literature also one finds fewer women. Even 
a cursory overview of the history of drama* fiction and poetry 
etc. would reveal that the high ranking and greater in number 
are the male writers. There are women but neither of the 
rank of Shakespeare and Barnard shah nor of the rank of H.G. 
Wells nor of the Caliber of woixls worth, Byron, Shelly and 
Keats. In the present day suitation also neither in India 
nor any where else do we find women numbering higher than 
men in these literary areas. 
Another area where boys and girls have exhibited 
significant differences has been found to be social vocational 
preference. In this regard the findings of the present study 
presented in table nine clearly bring out that the girls with 
their higher mean scores than those of the boys, are signifi-
cantly more inclined to involving themselves in social works 
like charity fund collection. Women welfare, running hygiene 
centres, nursing, working for children's welfare, fighting 
against atrocities on women and the abuse of children etc. 
It may be recalled that the present results strikes 
a confirming rates with the finding on developmental differe-
nces between the adolescent boys and girls, especially in the 
areas of group activities. AS pointed out by Hurlock (Deve-
lopmental Psychology) girls around the age of puberty are 
more interested in charity works and other activities of 
^? 
social welfare than the boys. Even during later childhood 
while boys are more interested in agressive mischiefs of 
their gangs, the girls more arround c^lleeting charity funds. 
In real life situations also we find girls partici-
pating more enthusiastdally and with greater compassionate 
feeling in the social welfare activities as mentioned above, 
just to name a few : women welfare centres, drives against 
child abuse, bride burning, divorces and drug addiction etc. 
One very obvious difference which has been empiri-
cally confirmed by the present study, like in the areas of 
household work preference girls have been found to be more 
interested in household work than those boys as can be seen 
frim the greater mean score load going with girls and the 
lighter load with boys. In spite of the recent switchover 
of girls to male preferences, the members are yet more involved 
in setting their household styles be they sisters,mothers or 
wives. The causal factor of the girls greater attachment to 
household matters may be an interesting area of research, but 
at present it is beyond the scope of the study in hand. How-
ever, it can be aaid that certain physiological differences 
and long social conventions might be responsible for house-
hold preferences among the girls for the seven vocational 
preference areas, i.e. scientific executive, commercial, cone-
true tive, artistic, agricultural and persuasive, where the 
U(S\ 
differences have not been found between boys and girls, it 
can be said the results of the present study are not very 
surprising. At the very outset it can be said that the 
nature itself has not made the boys and girls totally different 
from each other. Similarities are may and the differences 
are few both on the psysiological and ability spheres. 
Besides, there are quite a number of empirical 
studies which give evidence of similarities in cogniture 
styles, leadership characteristics as well as interest and 
sptitude. 
Thus it can be concluded from the findings of present 
study that, in spite of greater number of similarities as 
regards their vocational preferences boys and girls exhibit 
quite identifiable differences in their vocational preferences 
girls are more inclined to social vocations and house hold 
work while the boys are more interested in literary vocations. 
******* 
CHAPTER - VI 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
fyo 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIOK 
In the present chapter the investigator ftas^ tried 
to discuss the results obtained from the analysis of the 
data which has been presented in the previous chapter. 
The major findings of the present study are as follows : 
!• Quite significant differences were found on the measures 
of the vocational preference in three main vocational areas 
namely i Artistic,social work and household work. The 
mean score of the boys on literary vocation preference 
measure is significantly higher than the girls/ which 
clearly indicates that boys are more interested in literary 
vocations than their girls courter parts. The results 
thus clearly confirm the difference which we observe in 
the real life situations. Most of the journalists, publi-
shers, newspaper-editors etc. are mostly males, 
2. Another area where the girls and boys have exhibited sign-
ificant differences have been found to be social vocational 
preferences. The girls have scored higher than the boys 
in social vocational preference. The difference between 
the boys and girls is statistically significant. 
3, One very obvious difference which has been confirmed by 
this study, is that the girls are more interested in house 
hold work be they sisters, mothers or wives. 
SI 
4. On the measures of Scientific, Executive, Commercial/ 
Constructive, Artistic, Agriculture aiKi Persuassiv© voca?-
0 
tional chices, boys andgirls were found to be going 
shoulder to shoulder without executing any significant 
vocational preference differences. The result of the 
present study is very interesting. At the very outset it 
can be said that nature itself has not made the boys and 
girls totally different from each other. It is the educa-
tional opportunity and the social evironment which has 
helped the girls to enchroach on male dominated vocational 
areas. 
Thus it can be concluded on the basis of present 
study that, there are more similarities than the differences 
as regards vocational preference of the boys and the girls. 
******** 
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